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City One

felt that it was possible to bring together the different voices

on the city in South Asia, those that have contributed much
till the present, and those just beginning research into the urban
experience. We also thought it important to address an emerging
student body wanting to do research on the city, and lacking the
means to do so at the present in their respective social science
departments. We have also tried to address the important issue of
cross-disciplinarity: speaking as much to emerging fields of visual
culture and a critical urbanism, as to urban history, literature,
everyday life and social theory. There are also urban activists and
practitioners (architects, filmmakers, writers, artists) at the
conference, presenting in various panels and showing their work in
installations and film screenings.

The idea of this Conference began in May of 2002, when we

This conference is also a product of collaboration. Various panel
co-ordinators in fact organised a significant number of panels at
City One. Anjan Ghosh set up the Calcutta panel, Sujata Patel and
Jim Masselos have organised the panel Bombay and Mumbai: The
City in Transition, Janaki Nair the Bangalore panel, M.S.S Pandian
the Chennai panel, and Shekhar Krishan and others from PUKAR
helped organise the second Bombay panel. From South Asia,
Nasreen Rehman put together the panel on Karachi, and Nihal
Perera set up the Colombo panel. Thanks are due to all the panel
organisers. This conference would simply have lacked the shape it
has without them.

In the following pages you will find extended information on the
plenaries, the panels, the installations and the films that are being
screened. In some cases we have edited abstracts that were too
long, we have retained the biographical details that people gave us
for the most part. In cases where we did not get those details in
time, the biographical information is sometimes basic, and only
emails are provided.

Given the size of the conference we are not providing copies of all
the papers except to the discussants. However, the papers will be
made available to all at a later date, and there will also be an audio
archive of the entire proceedings on the conference website. We
expect that there will be a monograph from the conference, and we
will be following up on that in the coming months.

Ravi Sundaram
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1. The Darkness of the City
Ashis Nandy, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies,
Delhi

Ashis Nandy began his life as a sociologist and clinical
psychologist. His research interests now centre on the political
psychology of violence, cultures of knowledge, utopias and
visions, popular culture and futures. Presently he is working on
genocides. For the last thirty five years, Nandy has been a
Fellow of the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New
Delhi. His many books include the well known The Intimate
Enemy (OUP, 1993) and An Ambiguous Journey to the City:
The Village and Other Odd Ruins of the Self in Indian
Imagination (OUP, 2001).

Email: ashisnandy@hotmail.com

2. The Future of Urban Research: History, Geography
and Urban Studies

Indian Urban Histories and Heritages - Different
Perceptions

Narayani Gupta, Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi

Narayani Gupta is Professor in the Department of History and
Culture, Faculty of Humanities and Languages, Jamia Millia
Islamia, New Delhi. She is the author of Delhi Between Two
Empires and the co-editor of Beato's Delhi 1857, 1997 and
Delhi: The Built Heritage - A Listing. Professor Gupta is also a
Founder Member of the Conservation Society of Delhi.

Email: narayanigupta@hotmail.com
Trans-national Delhi Revisited: The ‘Spatial Language
of Three Modernities

Anthony King, Binghamton University, Binghamton

Anthony King is Bartle Professor of Art History and of Sociology
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at the State University of New York at Binghamton. He is
currently completing a book on 'Spaces of Global Cultures', on
architecture and social/cultural theory for the Routledge series,
ArchiTEXT which, with T.A. Markus, he co-edits

Email: adking@binghamton.edu

3. The Media City and the Contemporary

Ravi Vasudevan, Ravi Sundaram, Monica Narula, Jeebesh
Bagchi, Shuddhabrata Sengupta, Sarai-Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi

All five speakers are co-initiators of the Sarai programme. Ravi
Vasudevan is a film historian, Ravi Sundaram works on media
networks and urban life. Both are faculty at CSDS and
collaborate on a Sarai project, Publics and Practices in the
History of the Present, which looks at old and new media in
contemporary Delhi.

Monica Narula, Jeebesh Bagchi and Shuddhabrata Sengupta
are members of the Rags Media Collective. They work at the
Sarai Media Lab, pursuing research into media realities and
urban experiences and developing hybrid media works.

Email:

Ravi Vasudevan: raviv@sarai.net

Ravi Sundaram: ravis@sarai.net

Monica Narula: monica@sarai.net

Jeebesh Bagchi: jeebesh@sarai.net
Shuddhabrata Sengupta: shuddha@sarai.net

4, Urban Inequality and Social Movements after
Globalisation

Dunu Roy, Hazard Centre, Delhi; Sheela Patel, SPARC,
Mumbai; and Darryl D'Monte, Environmental Journalist and
Activist

Dunu Roy is an Environmentalist and Activist. He is Director of
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the Hazards Centre, a technical services organisation that
advises communities on environmental issues in Delhi. He is
also associated with the Sajha Manch, an alliance of groups
working with communities on issues of social justice in the city.

Darryl D'Monte was Resident Editor of The Times of India and
the Indian Express in Mumbai. He writes a column that is
published in several Indian newspapers and websites. His
book, Ripping the Fabric: The Decline of Mumbai and its Mills
was published by Oxford University Press in August 2002. He
published Temples Or Tombs? Industry Versus Environment
(Centre for Science & Environment), in 1985.

Sheela Patel lives in Mumbai and is a well-known urban
activist. In 1984, she helped found SPARC (Society for
Promotion of Area Resource Centres), which was set up to help
poor urban communities address issues of impoverishment.
She also works with various organisations of slum dwellers,
including the National Slum Dwellers Federation of India.

Email:
Dunu Roy: haz_cen@vsnl.net
Sheela Patel: mithila@bom3.vsnl.net.in

Darryl D'Monte: darryldmonte@hotmail.com

5. Is the Indian City finally becoming Bourgeois?
Partha Chatterjee, Centre for the Study of Social Sciences,
Kolkata

Partha Chatterjee is one of India's best-known social theorists
and critical thinkers and among the founders of the Subaltern
Studies editorial collective. He is the Director and Professor of
Political Science at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
Kolkata, and Visiting Professor of Anthropology at Columbia
University. His publications include the classic Nationalist
Thought and the Colonial World and The Nation and Its
Fragments, to the recent A Princely Impostor? The Strange and
Universal History of the Kumar of Bhawal.

Email: pc281@columbia.edu
A \
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Panel 1 | Space and the Politics of Cultural Knowledge in Calcutta

Panel 1 >>
Space and the Politics of Cultural Knowledge
in Calcutta

Space is both a method of knowing as well as its effects. Hence
to know is to locate. For cognition occurs in a spatial context
which then assists in giving shape. Space is not only about a
place but also about its dislocations; its configurations in the
imaginings of people within and outside its confines. It is a site
of enunciation as well as of constraint, of conformity and
contestation. This panel on Calcutta engages with its historical
inconstancy: a city of palaces or of slums, mired in the past or
emerging into the future, throbbing with creativity or
impoverished of ideas, a dying city or one resurrected! By
interrogating the apparentness of space in temporal and
existential terms this panel seeks to address another Calcutta.

Inciting Space: Representing the Culture of Protest
in Calcutta, c1905.
Swati Chattopadhyay

The agitation against the Partition of Bengal and the associated
Swadeshi movement marked a watershed in Indian political
discourse. The prominent concerns in this discourse included
the nature of the public, what constitutes public space, and the
need to secure a cultural foundation for nationalist political
practices. This paper examines representations of political
protest in Calcutta during this agitation, focusing on the
rhetorical alliance of violence and piety, as a strategy for
claiming the city as one's own.

Swati Chattopadhyay is Assistant Professor of Art History at
the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Swati Chattopadhyay

History of Art and Architecture
University of California, Santa Barbara
CA 93106, USA

Email: swati@arthistory.ucsb.edu
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Re-inscribing City Space
Keya Dasgupta

City space in developing societies gets organised and
constantly reorganised within a host of varying influences and
polarisations, emanating at different levels of decision-making,
both internal and external. The city of Calcutta is no exception.
Yet in spite of the two most crucial as well as defining moments
in its history - the inroads of colonialism, and an unprecedented
flow of a displaced populace from across the borders, the city
has remained accommodative and tolerant of the varying
multitude of races, cultures and economies that have marked
out their individual domains over space. The intrusion of
‘modernity’, via a medium of 'planning’, however ad hoc, with
demands of a certain level of intervention, is all set to redesign
the spatial parameters of a city that has grown up in spite of a
near absence of any well-defined plan. This emergent city
space, where external funding agencies and private capital
along with the state apparatus play a crucial role, is all set at
nurturing a cultural mind that is co- terminus with amusement
parks, multiplexes, techno-complexes, shopping malls and
highways. The existence of a marginalized yet integral segment
of the population, inhabiting probable sites of displacement
together with the domains of their community, culture and
economy, is gradually being wiped out to make way for the
upcoming spaces of ‘modernity’ by this exclusionist agenda.
The present paper is an attempt to address such re-inscriptions
of space that the city of Calcutta is presently being witness to.

Keya Dasgupta is Fellow in Geography at the Centre for
Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata.

Keya Dasgupta

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata
R-1, Baishnabghata-Patuli Township
Kolkata-700 094

Email: keya@csssc.ernet.in



Panel 1 | Space and the Politics of Cultural Knowledge in Calcutta

New Spaces of the Popular: Changing Aesthetics of
Durga Puja in Contemporary Calcutta
Tapati Guhathakurta

This paper works closely with that being presented by Anjan
Ghosh to investigate some novel shifts and turn-arounds in
recent years in the city's grand annual festival of the Durga
Puja. If the Durga Puja has come to stand for the biggest, most
spectacular and publicised event in the city's calendar, the
increasing lavishness and intricacies of the celebrations and
their recasting of the whole sphere of urban public festivity
remain in crucial need of documentation and analysis. The field
survey and research that the CSSSC is beginning to undertake
on the contemporary festival phenomenon will hopefully be a
small beginning in this direction.

My interest lies in looking closely at some recent dimensions in
the rapidly changing visual culture of the Durga Puja, as
manifested in the innovative styles of conception of pratimas
(icons) and pandals (the temporary scaffolded structures that
house the icon) in different Pujas across the city. From being a
small select occurrence, a new trend of the 'art' Puja has begun
to proliferate across Calcutta in the past two to three years,
setting new models and patterns of popularity, leading also to
new cycles of competition and contest. Taking the case of three
or four such Pujas of 2002, | wish to explore the transformed
connotations of public taste and spectacle, equally of artistic
production and spectatorship that suggest itself around these
aesthetic ventures.

What these trends also underline is the way certain localities,
through the distinctiveness of their Puja, acquire a fresh identity
and get configured on the festival map of the city. My study will
be looking at the emergence on the scene of new groups of
creators and producers (the small time professional artists, art
college students or even film set designers) parallel to the
existing artisanal enclaves of idol makers and pandal-
constructors and decorators, the deployment of a different
range of design and tableau concepts, and the wide-ranging
use of local craft traditions and folk styles as the definite
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markers of the 'art' Puja. In keeping with urban middle class
tastes, 'village Bengal' and 'folk art' have become the choice
emblems of the current 'arty’ and 'ethnic' face of Calcutta's
Durga Puja. | would like to argue the case here for the
articulation of new spaces of a 'high popular’ aesthetic. This is
an aesthetic, which in situating itself in the mass milieu of the
Pujas is clearly set apart from the exclusive circles of ‘avant
garde' culture, but it is also one which consciously plays itself
off against surrounding standardised styles of pratima and
pandal constructions,; to carve out its own discrete public
identity.

Tapati Guhathakurta is Professor of History at the Centre for
Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata.

Tapati Guhathakurta

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata
R-1, Baishnabghata-Patuli Township
Kolkata-700 094

Email: tapati@csssc.ernet.in

Performance of Puja: Transgressing Public Space
Anjan Ghosh

Durga Puja is the biggest religious festival in West Bengal.
During the festival a large number of Pujas are conducted
publicly in the neighbourhoods of Calcutta. The paucity of
public space means that a number of pandals which house the
goddess during the four days of the festival are erected on the
streets often blocking local traffic flows. This leads to a
disruption of everyday activities. Puja organisers, on the other
hand, maintain that as the days of the festival are holidays, the
closure of traffic should be welcomed by the people visiting the
pandals as it enables pedestrian traffic to move unhindered.
Thus the blocking of roads is a service provided to the
multitude of visitors who constitute the bulk of the 'public’. What
such a logic underlines is an enforced universalisation of the
festive spirit, glossing over the inconvenience caused to those
who may not be able to participate in the festivities with such
abandon. In other words, the transgression of public space in
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Calcutta during the Durga Puja clearly brings out a conflict of
interest and subjectivities among the 'publics' in the city, and
the preferences of the Puja organisers who are often
sponsored by the political leadership.

Anjan Ghosh is Fellow in Political Science at the Centre for
Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata

Anjan Ghosh

Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata
R-1, Baishnabghata-Patuli Township
Kolkata-700 094

Email: anjan@csssc.ernet.in

Panel 2 >>
The City in Literature (Bi-lingual panel)

Sahibabad Stories
Vipin Bhati

I am on my way to assembling and writing an audio novel: a
form that has narration as its core, and sound effects, live
recordings, reading from letters to embellish and enrich the
story. The story is fundamentally exploring the transformation to
adulthood of a few characters in a suburb of Delhi called
Sahibabad. The story revolves around them being sandwiched
between the milieu of the village (western UP) and middle class
urban India, unable to fit in either, or rather dismissing both.
Their lives revolve around a surreal, search for comedy in daily
life that almost transforms their immediate surroundings and
characters. In the process all become characters in their own
eyes and their world takes on a new meaning. It is a world that
derides sentimentality and any form of weakening of
characters, where comedy and satire is the only truth, where no
one can survive by just being normal. One has to perform all
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the time. So every gathering becomes an impromptu comical
performance.

The presentation will be 15-20 minutes of audio. It will have a
brief introduction to the space called Sahibabad and then a
brief chapter on the nature of sex and romance in Sahibabad.
It will include a long narration, sound effects, and live
recordings of some local discussions. The chapter has been
edited and cut for the purpose of this presentation, and it may
not give a feeling of a finished product. But it will be a close
approximation to what the novel will be like in its final form.

Vipin Bhati is an Independent Writer and Sound Recordist,
based in Sahibabad/Mumbai.

Vipin Bhati

126-A First Floor

Caval Street

Mumbai-02

Email: vipinbhati@yahoo.com

Delhi in Hindi Literature
Sudheesh Pachauri

It is possible to argue that the Hindi writers writing about
postcolonial Delhi have reflected on a whole range of
existential issues in myriad forms from short stories to
memoirs. But what is interesting in these representations is the
absence of a live engagement with the city. The fact that Delhi
is the political capital cannot entirely explain this denial of
people, places and events in the city to which writers came to
live but where they never seem to belong. There is persistent
nostalgia for the village or gasba left behind, a dislike for
whatever the city has to offer, a kind of rusticity parading as
radicalism. This paper will try to excavate the Hindi literary
archives to contextualise and critique the complex literary
imaginary of Delhi.

Sudheesh Pachauri is a media critic, writer and columnist. A
prolific writer, he has published more than a dozen books
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including Vibhakti aur Vikhandan and Naye Jansanchar
Madhyam aur Hindi (editor). He teaches Hindi at Zakir Hussain
College, Delhi University.

Sudheesh Pachauri

17-B Hindustan Times Apartments
Mayur Vihar

New Delhi-91

Email: azdak@rediffmail.com

The City: Written and Translated
Abhay Sardesai

One of the ways in which a city like Bombay reveals its complex
cosmopolitan character is through the simultaneous generation
and coexistence of several languages and literary cultures. My
paper will look at the various possibilities of translating the city,
not only through a generic form like poetry, but through the
various diverse modes of writing that address the idea and
experience of the city leading to several distinct and inter-
related cultures of inscription. As one of the PUKAR Associates
involved in the 'The Writing Across The City Initiative', my paper
will discuss the scope and nature of its agenda, its strategies of
knowledge production, its possibilities, its programmes, and its
partnerships. The paper would therefore also take a look at the
ways in which trans-cultural, trans-generic and interdisciplinary
knowledges are generated and the process of mapping the city
is conducted at various intimate disciplinary levels.

Abhay Sardesai is the Editor of Art India and an Associate of
PUKAR (Partners for Urban Knowledge Action & Research)
Mumbai. He is one of the co-ordinators of the Writing Across
the City Initiative of PUKAR. He is also Visiting Lecturer in
Aesthetics at the University of Mumbai and has previously
taught English at the under-graduate level at the SPND College
(SNDT University) for seven years.

Abhay Sardesai
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PUKAR (Partners for Urban Knowledge Action & Research)
P.O. Box 5627

Dadar, Mumbai-400014

Email : abshi@vsnl.com

Panel 3 >>
Urban Ethnographies

Home and the World: Masculinity and Communal
Violence in India
Deepak Mehta

This paper is based on fieldwork conducted with a colleague in
a slum called Dharavi in Bombay. The fieldwork began in 1994.
Focussing on the Bombay riots of 1992-93 that followed the
destruction of the Babri mosque in December 1992, the paper
seeks to develop the relationship between public spaces and
communal violence in Dharavi.

Much has been written on the history of civil and political
violence in India, of how state terror has impressed itself on
marginalized communities, and correspondingly of armed
resistance by such groups to the various projects of the state,
both colonial and postcolonial. Recent anthropological
explorations on communal and sectarian violence in India have
shown how collective experiences of violence alter and often
shape individual subjectivities, revealing, in the process, the
complex interweave of local actors, global institutions and
modern states. This paper is set within the historiography and
anthropology of communal violence in India. It argues that such
violence becomes a means by which a public sphere is
constituted. This constitution is achieved in two ways: (i) the
creation of a gendered public space that is simultaneously
yoked to the territory of the nation; (ii) the relation between the
various agencies and practices of the state and residents of the
slum that re-cast and re-territorialise the various
neighbourhoods of Dharavi.

9
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The creation of a gendered public sphere from the point of view
of the residents of the slum is never a purely local affair. During
the violence certain spaces were thought of as border
territories between India and Pakistan. A range of violent
practices were ordered within: the identification of the enemy
through ritual marks such as circumcision and the ability to
recite passages from sacred texts, the characterisation of
particular neighbourhoods as Pakistani and therefore anti-
national, the quality of valour associated with martial groups of
Maharashtra. At other times, certain bodies were marked as
anti-national, or, as in the case of certain Muslim women, the
illegitimate property of Pakistan. In both cases, public spaces
were the arena within which violence occurred, but such
spaces also produced this kind of violence. The gendering of
public space would not have been possible without the power
of the local to produce national territories and national
masculinities.

However, this public space was also a site for state action. It
was not as if the state was a neutral, impartial structure.
Through its agencies, especially the police force, but also local
bureaucracies dealing with housing and rehabilitation, the state
was, and continues to remain, a diffused terrain of practices.
During the riots, state practices overwrote the specificities of
violence within Dharavi and placed it within an official narrative
of Hindu-Muslim relations in India. This official narrative was
then mapped on to the slum, producing a single and
homogenised public sphere. Cumulatively, the topography of
Dharavi, simultaneously masculinised and nationalised, was
produced through state and local practices. This paper seeks to
explore this emergence. 0"
Deepak Mehta teaches sociology at Delhi University. He has
worked on the sociology of Islam and of Muslim groups in India.
His research interests centre around the issue of communal
violence and the study of material culture.

Deepak Mehta

Department of Sociololgy
Delhi University, Delhi
Email: tusharme@bol.net.in
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The Semiotics of Solicitation on a Mumbai Street
Corner: Work, Gender, Sex and Honour
Svati Shah

Section 8 of the Indian Trafficking Prevention Act prohibits
'solicitation’ for the purpose of selling sexual services. This, in
effect, is the only law which actually criminalizes the supply
side of the sex industry, i.e. male, female and hijra sex workers,
and is framed in reference to the use of public space for this
purpose. ‘Solicitation' has been interpreted to mean many
things in practice by law enforcement agencies in Indian cities,
including: standing on a roadside waiting for clients, doing
condom distribution as part of state-funded HIV/AIDS outreach
work, and being inside a brothel. While the anti-solicitation law
does not actually prevent sex work, sex trade and sex
trafficking from taking place, the implementation of this law
throws up a series of questions regarding the use of public
space for seeking work by poor and working class people,
especially given that the ways in which 'solicitation’ is signified
is open to broad interpretation under Section 8. The
epistemology of 'solicitation’ for sex becomes important in the
context of the many urban public spaces which are used to
solicit work much in the same way, i.e. sitting on a road or street
corner, waiting. In addition to spaces known for sex work and
prostitution, the other significant space in which this occurs is
at nakas, areas where daily wage construction workers
congregate each morning waiting for contractors to take them
to sites nearby. Given both the semiotic and economic areas
of overlap between soliciting sex work and soliciting daily wage
labour, this paper will address the meaning of 'solicitation' in the
context of gender and work, and how categories like 'honour'
(izzaf) frame the performance of solicitation by people using
public spaces to seek income. Taking several specific spaces
in the city of Mumbai as examples of these practices, this paper
will also link the semiotics of solicitation with the expanding
liminality of social and economic spaces within the context of
various forms of globalisation.

Svati Shah is a PhD candidate in anthropology at Columbia
University, currently doing fieldwork in Mumbai.

11
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Svati Shah

Department of Anthropology
Columbia University NY, NY
Email: ss758@columbia.edu

Mohalla Matters: Urban Spaces, Commodity
Cultures and the Bajrang Dal Boys
Sanjay Srivastava

'Religious violence' in India, it has been suggested, is grounded
in movements of cultural nationalism that are articulated
through discourses of founding myths, and a promised return to
an original, 'whole' state of being, currently fragmented by a
religious other. This paper, based on fieldwork in Kotla
Mubarakpur and Tagore Garden in Delhi among Bajrang Dal
activists, suggests an alternative perspective through an
exploration of the experience of the city. It argues that
discourses of violence may also seek to valorise the
experience of fragmentation, and hence to maintain a deep
cultural experience of modernity. The paper proceeds through
a discussion of space - both actual and imagined - at the level
. of the neighbourhood, the articulation between the
neighbourhood and the state, the construction of the 'seminal’
family, commodity cultures, and the experience of multiple
modernities.

Sanjay Srivastava is a social anthropologist and currently
teaches in the School of Communication and Creative arts,
Deakin University, Melbourne. He is working on an
ethnographic and historical accbunt of modern urban
masculine-sexual cultures, and sexology in India. His earlier
work was on schooling and modernity. His most recent work
includes writings on Lata Mangeshkar, and the ideas of Rahul
Sankrityayan.

Sanjay Srivastava

Faculty of Arts

Deakin University

221 Burwood Highway, Burwood
Melbourne, VIC, Australia 3125
Email: sansri2003@yahoo.co.uk

12



Day 01 | Sth January 2003 | Culture, Politics and the City

Panel 4 >>
Delhi: Contemporary Transitions

'Site-ing' Labour in the City: the First Master Plan
Prabhu P. Mohapatra

This paper focuses on the ambiguous place of Labour in the
first Master Plan of Delhi. The Plan presented an opportunity
for imagining the place of the city in the modern emancipated
nation through the powerful combination of social theory of
modernisation, economic theory of industrialism and the
political practice of the postcolonial state. Labour was crucial to
this imagination of city planning - this was an idea of labour that
had to shed its traditional baggage of 'culture’, ruralism and
naturalism. The Plan enshrined the separation of work from
residence, worker from his rural setting, and men from animal.
This imagination of modern labour powerfully refigured the
body of the worker both as the site for inducing modernity and
also the locus of modern city spaces, (public places,
workspaces, residences). That which remained 'recalcitrant' to
this powerful planning impulse is in some sense the labour-
living labour story of this city in the last forty years.

Prabhu Mohapatra is Reader in History in Delhi University. His
interests include histories of labour, migration and the
environment. He has also set up India's first academic online
archive on labour at the V.V. Giri National Labour Institute.

Prabhu Mohapatra

Department of History, Arts Faculty
Delhi University, Delhi

Email: prabhuayan@rediffmail.com
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The New 'Chic' Residential Areas of Outer Delhi:
Publicity, Hype and Suburban Realities
Veronique Dupont

This paper focuses on the publicity language and images
created by developers of large residential complexes, situated
on the outskirts of Delhi for the benefit of a wealthy clientele in
search of a better quality of life. This language outlines the
shape that dream cities will take - a blend of ecological utopia
and modernist projections - reveals the fantasies, aspirations
and preoccupations of their potential residents, and uncovers
the constructions of identity accompanying these projects. Yet,
it is necessary to compare the projects with the end result, and
the promises conjured up by the words with the reality of the
urban spaces thus created.

Publicity hype also strongly contrasts with the administrative,
juridical-technical language formulated by the planners to
define different types of urban spaces and settlements.

Veronique Dupont is a research fellow in economic
demography at the French Institute of Research for
Development (IRD-Paris), in the Research Unit 'Mobility and
Urban Recompositions'. She is also a member of the Centre for
Indian and South Asian Studies in Paris. She has carried out
research on population mobility and the urbanisation process in
Gujarat and Delhi, where she was affiliated with the Institute of
Economic Growth and the French Centre for Human Sciences.
Her recent publications include Decentralized Industrialization
and Urban Dynamics: The Case of Jetpur in West India (New
Delhi: Sage, 1995) and Delhi: Urban Space and Human
Destinies, co-edited with Emma Tarlo and Denis Vidal (Delhi:
Manohar-CSH, 2000).

Veronique Dupont

CEIAS EHESS-MSH

54 Boulevard Raspail
75006 Paris - France

Email : dupont@bondy.ird.fr
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City Lives: Space, Technology and Environmental
Discourses in Delhi
Awadhendra Sharan

This paper looks at environmental discourses in Delhi, through
a contrast between the historical discourse on slum habitations
and contemporary concerns with safety from toxic pollutants,
as exemplified in the CNG crisis. It is argued that environmental
discourses have shifted over time and across issues, making it
imperative to examine their particular location in social
constructs that have to do with the making of Delhi as a capital
city, the authority of scientific expertise as a determinant of
urban futures, shifts in knowledge practices from cultural and
civilisational aspects to systemic and statistical frames and the
emergence of a governance model that seeks to create new
spaces for civil society actors.

Awadhendra Sharan is a Visiting Fellow at the CSDS and
works with the Sarai programme. He has studied at Delhi
University and the University of Chicago. His doctoral thesis
was on the politics of untouchability in colonial India and his
current research interests include the urban experience and
environmental politics.

Awadhendra Sharan
CSDS

29 Rajpur Road
Delhi-110054

Email: sharan@sarai.net
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Writing and Rewriting the Social History of Gujarat
with an Eye to the Future
Jan Breman

Jan Breman is Emeritus Professor of Sociology and is
affiliated to the Amsterdam School of Social Science Research.
He has published widely on labour and colonialism. He is the
recipient of the Edgar Graham Book Prize 1998 for his book
Footloose Labour; Working in India's Informal Economy
(Cambridge University Press, 1996). One of his most recent
contributions was "Communal Upheaval as Resurgence of
Social Darwinism", in the Economic and Political Weekly, a
reflection on the recent events in Gujarat.

Email: breman@pscw.uva.nl

Working in the Mill no More
Parthiv Shah

This is a visual presentation from the collaborative photo book
that Jan Breman and Parthiv Shah are working on together.
The photographs are from two phases, 1984 to 1987, just as
the mills were beginning to closedown and 2001-2002, with the
book project in mind. -

Parthiv Shah is a well-known photographer and graphic
designer, and Director, Centre for Media and Alternative
Communication, New Delhi.

Parthiv Shah

Centre for Media and Alternative Communication
A1/81, Panchsheel Enclave

New Delhi-110017

Email: parthivshah@rediffmail.com
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Taking Place: The Space of Class in Kathmandu
Mark Leichty

This paper argues that class is an inescapably locational
cultural construct and as such needs to be theorised in
processual, rather than objective terms. Drawing on extensive
ethnographic research in Kathmandu, | describe a range of
spatial practices whereby a local middle class carves out a
space of cultural middleness between its local and global class
others.

In a host of registers - from the discursive to the material - the
middle class works to locate itself (and its class others) in social
space, as well as to 'take place' in the city, that is, claim urban
spaces for its own epistemological and economic logic. The
very cultural practices of locating class (explicit discourses of
'betweenness' and 'middleness') in turn produce class-cultural
locations - cultural spaces of class that are both conceptual and
physical. Locational discourse and practice helps to naturalize
middle class privilege by naturalizing middle class claims to the

city.

Mark Liechty is Associate Professor in the Departments of
Anthropology and History at the University of lllinois at
Chicago. He is the author of Suitably Modern: Making Middle
Class Culture in a New Consumer Society (Princeton
University Press, 2003) and co-editor of the journal Studies in
Nepali History and Society published in Kathmandu

Mark Leichty

Department of Anthropology

2102 Behavioural Sciences Building
University of Illinois at Chicago
1007 W. Harrison Street

Chicago, IL 60607-7139

Email: liechty@uic.edu
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Urban Spectacle and Political Power: The Bandh in
Kathmandu
Genevieve Lakier

This paper explores the performance of political power in the
urban context of Kathmandu, Nepal. It seeks an account of
power which is attuned to the meaningfulness of the public
realm of the city as well as to disjunctures between this field of
action and that of the high parliamentary. Specifically, it
examines the fertility and the weakness of popular urban
politics in Nepal's political, economic and symbolic centre
through a brief account of the local history of a particularly
South Asian political technique: the bandh, or general strike.
Bandhs call forth, sometimes unsuccessfully, a public realm of
morality and identity, in order to contest and exploit the
contradictions between the claims and the reality of the
modernist nation-state. As such, the problem and promise such
strikes offer to Kathmandu's residents suggest the complex fate
of a weak state in a globalising age, and the ambivalent
consequences of a local modernity.

Genevieve Lakier is a PhD graduate student in anthropology
at the University of Chicago, currently living in Kathmandu,
Nepal conducting dissertation research on the bandh and other
political spectacles in the city.

Genevieve Lakier

cfo Fulbright Commission

PO Box 380

KTM Nepal

Email: glakier@midway.uchicago.edu

The Arrest of a Journalist: Forensic Texts for a
Contemporary History of Kathmandu's Commercial
Media

Pratyoush Onta

In early November 2002, the publisher and editor of an evening
newspaper Mr Tikaram Rai, was arrested by the Crime
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Investigation Division of the Kathmandu District Police Office.
The two policemen who arrested Mr Rai, handed over a letter
which stated that he was being arrested for a Public Offence.
Rai, in turn, told the journalists who were present in his office
(he had invited them to record his arrest) that his exposure of
police corruption was the real cause of his arrest. Rai's arrest
was protested by several media organisations, only some of
whom noted his own complicity in previous business deals with
the Nepal police. Rai was subsequently released on bail. This
paper treats Rai's arrest, the many pre and post-arrest
discourses, and Mr Rai as a businessman-journalist as forensic
texts for a contemporary history of commercial media in
Kathmandu.

Pratyoush Onta is a Kathmandu-based historian. He has
published articles on Nepali nationalism, Gurkha history,
media, institutions and area studies. He has co-edited and
edited seven books - all in Nepali - related to media in Nepal.

Pratyoush Onta

15/1 Thamel

Kathmandu - 16

Nepal

Email: sinhas@mos.com.np
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